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1970s Growth Management –  
Directed Growth & Facility Funding 
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Urbanized Areas Unprepared 



Growth Wars 



Clean-up in 1990s 





The Uptown District 

•! 318 Residential Units (townhomes, flats, and artist’s 

lofts ranging from 652 to 1,249 square feet) 

•! 145,000 square feet of Commercial and Retail space, 

one of Southern California’s most successful Ralph’s 

grocery stores 

•! Neighborhood Community Center and Public Green 

A 14-acre mixed-use redevelopment project 

initiated by the City of San Diego Planning 

Department in 1986.   





A City Set in a 
Bio-Diverse Region 
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A City of Villages 









Smart Growth Incentive Program and 
Environmental Mitigation Program 

Visual Simulations 

Resources 
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Climate Change Addressed 
Throughout the General Plan 

Conservation Element, Table CE-1 



Community Plans 



Planning and Implementation 
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City of San Diego  
Land Development Code  

!! Commercial/Mixed-Use zones 

!! Pedestrian-Oriented Design standards 

!! Parking reductions for mixed-use, transit 
proximity 

!! Tandem parking in some areas 

!! Small lot and townhouse zones 

!! Landscape Standards 
!! Street trees required 
!! Water conservation mandates 

!! Community Gardens code changes underway 

















Positives 



Continuing Challenges 

!! Regional Transportation Plan and Mode Investment 
Priorities 

!! Community Infrastructure Financing 

!! Operations & Maintenance Costs 

!! General Plan Standards 

!! Parking Policies 

!! Market Support  

!! Infill Development Costs & Risks 

!! Urban Design 

!! Density tolerance 



Moderator:  

•! Bill Anderson, AECOM; Former Planning Director of 
San Diego 

Panelists: 
•! Mike Stepner, New School of Architecture, Former City 

Architect, City of San Diego 

•! Bob Leiter, AECOM; Former Planning Director of 
SANDAG  

•! Ken Sulzer, Former Executive Director of SANDAG  



Moderator:  
•! Carolina Gregor, RCP Project Manager at SANDAG 

Panelists: 

•! Michael Beck, Endangered Habitats League and  
Planning Commissioner for County of San Diego 

•! Jim Janney, Mayor of Imperial Beach and SANDAG  
Vice-Chair 

•! Lois Knowlton, Friends of Adult Day Care Healthcare 

•! Eddie Price, Economic Chair for San Diego NAACP 

•! Manjeet Ranu, Planning Manager for El Cajon 



Moderator:  

•! Chris Gray, Fehr and Peers 

Panelists: 
•! Kathleen Ferrier, Walk San Diego 

•! Elyse Lowe, Move San Diego 

•! Susan Tinsky, San Diego Housing Federation, C-3,  
and Sustainable San Diego 

•! Emily Young, San Diego Foundation 




